, the Belfast Hospitals Management Committee appointed a full-time research mycologist to the Royal Victoria Hospital. In addition to research on various aspects of human mycoses, a routine diagnostic service was Ireland. The number of specimens received and the number vielding pathogenic fungi is showni in Table I .
RI NGWORM. The most common pathogens uere the ringworm fungi which accounted for 318 (82.8 per cent.) of the total numnber of pathogeniic organisms obtained in culture. rhis total did not represent an equivalent number of cases, however, as material from manv infected patienits wvas removed at frequent intervals to determine the course of infection following griseofulvin therapy. The actual number of cases of ringworm was 179, of which ten species of ringworm fungi were implicated. Table II shows the species recorded and the type of infection from wnich they were isolated.
In addition to the 1,087 specimens received from hospital and other patients, 1,051 samples from various sources were examined in connection with an outbreak of T. sulphureum infection at a Belfast residential school for girls. In the course of these studies the pathogen was isolated on ninety-four occasions, but full details of clinical and mycological findings will be published elsewhere (Mackenzie, Burrows, and Walby, 1960) . Beare (1958) has reported that T. suiphureum is the most common cause of scalp ringworm amongst childreni in Northern Ireland, and the results obtained during the first ten months of the diagnostic service would seem to confirm his observation. It must be pointed out, however, that the high number of T. sulphureum scalp infections obtained in 1959 was maintained largely by the sinale outbreak mentioned above, in which nineteen children were found to be infected. It must also be pointed out that the numbers of cases of specific mycotic infections recorded in the present communication do not necessarily inidicate their relative incidence. Comlparisons and conclusions cannot be made from the data in Table II , which represents no more than the numbers of isolates made at the laboratory. Table III shows the number of specimens examined for each of the sources listed in Table II ( 1) A "child" is an individual up to but not including the age of 16 years.
(2) "M" and "F" refer to male and female respectively. In this case, the infection is thought to have been acquired from a young cat, although coinfirmation was not possible.
OTHER PATHOGENIC FUNGI.
Candida albicans was isolated on thirty-five occasions from a number of sources, the majority being from the perineum, groins, or the interdigital spaces of the feet.
Other yeast-like fungi included C. parapsilosis, C. tropicalis, Torudopsis glabrata, and Pityrosporwiz ovale. Malassezia (microsporon) furfur, the cause of pityriasis versicolor, was recorded on seven occasions. Aspergillus niger was isolated on one occasion from an otomycosis. Scopulariopsis breuicaulis, an organism of uncertain pathogenic status, was isolated from a dystrophic toenail. 
